Charter of the Institute Directors Council
Manufacturing USA
A. Official Designation
For the purpose of supporting Manufacturing USA and in accordance with the Revitalize American Manufacturing and Innovation Act of 2014 1 , (RAMI) Act of 2014, 15 USC Sec. 278s(f)(2)(C), this Charter establishes the Manufacturing USA Institute Directors Council, comprised of the directors from each Manufacturing USA Institute existing on the date this Charter is adopted and as may be admitted in the future pursuant to the criteria for admission set forth in the Revitalize American Manufacturing and Innovation Act of 2014 (RAMI)..
B. Mission and Role
The Manufacturing USA program is composed of the collective of all of the manufacturing innovation institutes and a supporting Network. The Network serves the Institutes, the Institutes connect through the Network, and the Program serves the Nation.
• The Council's role is to support the Manufacturing USA goals which include (a) improving the competitiveness of United States manufacturing, (b) stimulating United States' leadership in advanced manufacturing research, innovation and technology, (c) accelerating the development of an advanced manufacturing workforce, (d) leveraging non-federal resources to sustain advanced manufacturing technologies while decreasing long-term federal funding and (e) creating and preserving jobs.
• In practice, the Manufacturing USA Institute Directors Council (hereinafter Council) will facilitate cooperation and collaboration among the Institutes, with advice as needed from the federal sponsors of Manufacturing USA, agencies providing funding of the Institutes, and from the Advanced Manufacturing National Program Office (AMNPO) housed at the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). The AMNPO, serving as the Manufacturing USA National Program Office, will provide staff and financial support to the Council.
C. Responsibilities
The Council responsibilities include the following: 
Attendance.
In order for the Council to effectively carry out its mission, participation by all members is of paramount importance. The expectation is that the Directors of the Institutes will regularly attend scheduled meetings. Directors may, however, designate an alternate officer of the Institute to attend any scheduled meeting.
Compensation.
The Council will not provide compensation for the expenses associated with the Institutes' participation in the Council, including attendance at meetings; individual Institutes will be responsible for reimbursing the expenses of their own participation. However, the Institute Council Chair will be reimbursed by the AMNPO for specific labor and travel expenses incurred to fulfill the duties of the Council Chair. The AMNPO will provide staff support to the Council.
